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ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL — ACTIVITIES REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Road Safety) [12.04 pm]: It is with pleasure that I present to 
the house the Road Safety Council’s report on activities, as required by section 13 of the Road Safety Council 
Act 2002. This report summarises the Road Safety Council’s activities in relation to its functions for the 
financial year 2010–11, including a financial summary of expenditure from the road trauma trust account. The 
council recommended and monitored projects in the four priority areas of the Towards Zero strategy, supported 
by initiatives such as research, community involvement, school education and data analysis. In 2010–11, a total 
of $23.5 million was received into the road trauma trust account, including $2.6 million from the Insurance 
Commission of Western Australia. I will now give a short overview of the projects progressed. 

As a front-line function, the council supported WA Police with funding for additional enforcement activities. 
These included the strategic traffic enforcement project that delivered an additional 12 000 hours of traffic 
enforcement operations, and a new drink-driving enforcement campaign called Operation Octopus. Police also 
ran the after-hours enforcement project, which involved lockdowns using two booze buses and a drug bus. 

The council continued to educate the community on some of the major risk behaviours seen on our roads, with 
an innovative and award-winning speed campaign, Enjoy the Ride, and a new collaboration with regional media 
reaching rural communities with the belt-up message. A new drink-driving campaign called You Deserve It 
commenced, as did a campaign to raise awareness of the dangers of distractions. The council supported the Main 
Roads black spots and road improvements program with funding for trials of innovative road treatments and 
research into the nature of motorcycle crashes with roadside barriers. 

The WA Local Government Association received $2.75 million to continue the RoadWise and road safety grants 
programs, which support communities in Perth and regional Western Australia in addressing local road safety 
concerns. Road safety education in schools was enhanced with $1.72 million from the trust for the School Drug 
Education and Road Aware project. Mr Speaker, as you will see from the report, there are also successful 
projects and achievements across safer vehicles and an update on the novice driver reforms, as recommended by 
the Road Safety Council. 

The south west Industry Road Safety Alliance continued to work to improve safety on south west roads, and a 
new alliance in the Pilbara commenced. I believe it is important for the Road Safety Council to work in 
collaborative partnerships as road safety is a shared responsibility between government, the business sector and 
the wider community. These and other initiatives assisted our community to reduce road deaths and serious 
injuries by 14 per cent in 2010, compared with the three-year average before the commencement of the Towards 
Zero strategy. 
I now table the 2010–11 Road Safety Council report to the house. 
[See paper 4616.] 
 


